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Page Payne 

A REPORT FROM THE MARSH SANCTUARY 

This year many of the plans and hopes we've had for the Marsh Sanctuary have 
been translated from words into deeds. 1975 has been probably the most pro
ductive period in our development since the first acreage was acquired in 
1956. 

Early in April, as the ground was beginning to thaw, a wood sculptor from 
Katonah named Gerry Farrell and several volunteers waded into the marsh 
carrying eight-foot locust logs on their shoulders. Joseph Wallerstein, 
a neighbor, had generously donated the trees from his overcrowded locust 
grove. Three-foot cores were extracted from the muck with a gas-powered 
augur which took five men to operate, and the logs were beaten into the 
holes with sledge hammers. Locust beams were hand-hewn with an adze and 
laid across the logs, and rough oak planks, brought down from upstate, 
were nailed on top of them. Such is the consistency of locust that every 
nail hole had to be pre-drilled. By the end of May, the work was done, and 
now a snaking, two-hundred foot boardwalk leads from Sarles Street into the 
sedge tussockland of the marsh, ending in a platform with an observation 
tower. 
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